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Stream Health 2003
Stream Health L
Ratings Description Land Cover Key
mmm  Excellent Pristine, superior, or unsurpassed
condition; minimal human disturbance Forest
mmm Good Healthy enough to support
aquatic life and recreation Grass/Shrubs
Fair Degraded but may support Residential/
Springs along the Columbia Slope aquatic life and recreation Recently cleared land
Many springs flow from a six-mile stretch of the Columbia Slope between Marine Park in Vancouver and the Fisher’s Poor Inferior health, poorly suited for Commercial/
Landing area near Camas. Most of the springs flow from gravel deposits in the hillsides above the Columbia River. gaaticliteandisciaation (i EEED
Ellsworth Springs, west of the Interstate 205 bridge, was a source of drinking water for the city for many years. In 1973, — Ve ST d‘:g:aded 'TeTil::j)r
the city stopped using the springs because of elevated nitrate concentrations, most likely from septic tanks in large areas
of east Vancouver. From the late 1800s to 1973, Ellsworth Springs supplied as much as four million gallons per day —— Unassessed | Nodatacollected
of the city of Vancouver’s drinking water. mmm Probable Predicted stream health

In 1949, the US Geological Survey found that Columbia Slope springs discharged approximately 35 cubic feet of water
per second. Salmon and Lacamas creeks flow at about this rate during the summer. In a 1988 update, the Geological
Survey found that Ellsworth and a few other springs near 1-205 flowed at rates similar to those measured in 1949.

The other springs had a 40 percent decrease in flow. The large springs that supplied cold, clear water to Vancouver Trout
Hatchery had decreased to 5 and 20 percent, which forced the hatchery to drill wells in the late 1980s.
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